FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - Oshawa, Ontario – December 16, 2015
The Robert McLaughlin Gallery presents Holly King: Edging Towards the Mysterious
Holly King: Edging Towards the Mysterious
Curated by Linda Jansma
January 9 – April 17, 2016
Opening: RMG Friday, January 8, 7-10pm
The Robert McLaughlin Gallery is pleased to present a ten-year mid-career retrospective of the
Montreal-based photographer Holly King. The exhibition is comprised of four of her most recent
series: Twisted Roots, Mangroves: Floating Between Two Worlds, Grand Canyon: Unscene and
the recently completed English Cliffs series. Two of the series more clearly represent her
constructed work, while the other two are based more obviously in reality. King states that her
photographs are a “celebration of sublime beauty in nature.”
Holly King, manufactures both the beautiful and sublime in her works and is interested in “the
tension between artifice and illusion generated.” King has said that her work is a “search for a
deep silence.” Her photographs, both constructed and real, serve, through a vastness of scale,
depth of colour or the richness of the blacks in her monochromatic work, to allow the viewer to
delight in the beautiful, and to savour the silence in the face of the sublime.
While King is not out to deceive the viewer with her constructed landscapes, her sets have, until
now, remained in the studio. With this exhibition, she has included two viewing boxes: elegantly
designed cabinets into which one peers and sees a landscape built using forced perspective. Her
meticulously rendered “rocks and trees” are visible for all, outside the context of her enlarged
photographs. The box becomes a personal space for the viewer, a point of contemplation. King
notes that with this structure, she hopes to “construct a partially believable poetic place.”
Holly King: Edging Towards the Mysterious is curated by the RMG’s Senior Curator, Linda
Jansma. Please join us and celebrate the exhibition with the artist at RMG Fridays on January 8,
2016 from 7-10pm.
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THE ROBERT McLAUGHLIN GALLERY
72 Queen Street, Civic Centre, Oshawa, Ontario L1H 3Z3
905-576-3000 communications@rmg.on.ca | www.rmg.on.ca
Connect with us! twitter.com/theRMG | facebook.com/theRMG | instagram.com/rmgoshawa
Media Inquiries: Sam Mogelonsky, Manager, Marketing & Communications | smogelonsky@rmg.on.ca |
905-576-3000 ext 109
Directions: From Toronto, 401 E to Oshawa, exit Simcoe St, North to Bagot St. Turn left at Bagot, 2 blocks
to Gallery.
Gallery Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm; Thursday: 10:00 am - 9:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm; Sunday: 12 pm - 4:00 pm. Admission by donation. Parking available.
Accessible location.
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Holly King: Edging Towards the Mysterious
Fact Sheet
Curated by Linda Jansma
Exhibition Dates
January 09, 2016 - April 17, 2016
About the Artist
Born in Montreal, Holly King studied visual arts at Laval University, where she earned her BFA in
1979. She then studied visual arts and modern dance at York University, completing her MFA in
1981. Her work has been shown both nationally and internationally and is widely collected,
including institutions such as the National Gallery of Canada, the Montreal Museum of Fine Art,
and the Art Gallery of Ontario among others. She teaches at Concordia University in Montreal.
King works from models, miniature sets built in her workshop, powerfully illuminated by photo
lights and then photographed. The landscape is a recurring theme in her work, each suite
exploring this in a new context. She is interested in the tension between artifice and illusion
generated. These large format works allow the viewer to imagine actually entering these invented
places. They are designed to appeal to memories of real landscapes and draw on other sources,
such as film or various historical and literary art reference, and is decoded differently by each
viewer, which interprets it from his own experience landscape.
Window Project
Offsite Art Space at Coe21 – Downtown Oshawa
21 Simcoe St S, Oshawa
The RMG is pleased to present Holly King’s photograph Chalk Shoreline in the windows of
Core21, a co-working space in downtown Oshawa. This project is the first of a series of artworks
in the windows of downtown businesses, and an on-going partnership with the RMG and Core21.
Publication
A 120 page, bilingual hardcover, publication will accompany the exhibition and be available at the
RMG Shop and ABC Art Books Canada. The publication includes colour images, portfolios and
essay by Francine Paul and Linda Jansma.
Opening Reception:
RMG Fridays: Folklore and Myth
January 08, 2016 from 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM
Join for an evening of folklore & myth with Celtic music by Ugly Horse. Paint Fairy Doors in the
studio, catch My Vivid Life’s: Ireland Webisode in our Friday Film Features screening room and
celebrate the opening of Holly King: Edging Towards the Mysterious. In Gallery A, we will
introduce artist Janice McHaffie.
On the first Friday of the month, join the RMG in celebrating local talent. The gallery buzzes with
live musical performances, interactive art experiences, open gallery spaces, social mingling and
more. Suitable for music lovers, youth, families, date nights, and culture-vultures.
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Family Activities:
OPG Second Sundays: Big and Small
January 10, 2016 from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM
Our imaginations take off with these activities inspired by Holly King’s exhibition, Edging Towards
the Mysterious. Create an oversized collaborative mural, build unusual landscapes, print quirky
characters and go on a scavenger hunt!
Families of all kinds and sizes are invited to explore exciting exhibitions, art materials and fun
hands-on activities together! You will discover things to do throughout the RMG, so you can
follow your imagination and experiment with new ideas and projects.

Credit Line
Organized by The Robert McLaughlin Gallery.
Please note the credit line must be used on all published materials.

For all press inquiries, please contact:
Sam Mogelonsky – Manager of Marketing and Communications
smogelonsky@rmg.on.ca | 905-576-3000 x109
The Robert McLaughlin Gallery
72 Queen Street, Civic Centre, Oshawa, Ontario L1H 3Z3
905-576-3000 communications@rmg.on.ca | www.rmg.on.ca
Follow Us! www.twitter.com/theRMG | Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/theRMG
Directions: From Toronto, 401 East to Oshawa, exit Simcoe Street, North to Bagot Street. Turn
left at Bagot, 2 blocks to Gallery.
Gallery Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm; Thursday: 10:00 am 9:00 pm; Saturday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm; 12 pm - 4:00 pm. Admission by donation.
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Holly King: Edging Towards the Mysterious
Contact Sheet
**Please note that all images must be accompanied by complete credits**

Holly King, Chalk Shoreline, 2012
chromogenic prints, both mounted on
Dibond

Holly King, Into the Mist, 2012
black and white photograph

For access to high resolution images, please contact:
Sam Mogelonsky – Manager of Marketing and Communications
smogelonsky@rmg.on.ca | 905-576-3000 x109
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